Hull-House in 1932
relief 5 they don't understand, themselves. All they know is that
they have that dirty hole from which they have not yet been ex-
pelled and where the man, with a little liquor in him, can imag-
ine himself the shrewd substantial father of a family, with the
situation well under control. In another basement, however, the
young husband has carpentered and painted the big cellar room
which with a tiny bedroom is all they have, so that it looks al-
most like a human dwelling. He used to work for the Fruit-
growers' Express, but has been laid off a long time. The stout
blond girl he is married to, who has to be on her feet all day,
has just had a collapse due to her heart. They have no children
but keep a canary in a cage. And another young wife has put
kewpie dolls around in an otherwise bare apartment and has
made blue curtains for the cot where her two young children
sleep. She and her husband are very fond of one another and
very fond of the children. They are the kind of people that hate
to ask for relief and they have put it off as long as they
could, with the result that, though good-looking and young,
they are now thin and pale with undernourishment.
A pink, clear-eyed, innocent-eyed woman, alone in an im-
maculately kept kitchen all white oilcloth and green and white
linoleum and with the latest thing in big gleaming gas-ranges,
flushes at the relief-worker's questions. She is going to have a
baby and has applied for money to pay the midwife. The relief-
worker offers her a doctor but she is used to having the mid-
wife. An elderly couple from Zurich live in an apartment equally
immaculate though far less completely equipped, amid blue
and green chromolithographs of Swiss waterfalls and mountains
and lakes. The woman is cooking a few slivers of onions on a
tiny coal-stove, which was intended primarily for heat. The
husband is out picking up coal on the railroad tracks in order
to keep it going. The woman suddenly begins to cry as she is
answering the relief-worker's questions, then as suddenly stops.
2?